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CSB — Ignatius Catholic Study Bible — Hebrews
CCSS — Cath Commentary on Sacred Scriptures
on Hebrews, Mary Healy

NJBC — New Jerome Biblical Commentary

SN = Special notes NAB = New American Bible
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In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal Himself and to make known to us the
hidden purpose of His will (see Eph. 1:9) by which through Christ, the Word made flesh,
man might in the Holy Spirit have access to the Father and come to share in the divine
nature (see Eph. 2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God (see
Col. 1;15, 1 Tim. 1:17) out of the abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see Ex.
33:11; John 15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38), so that He may invite and take
them into fellowship with Himself. This plan of revelation is realized by deeds and words
having an inner unity: the deeds wrought by God in the history of salvation manifest and
confirm the teaching and realities signified by the words, while the words proclaim the
deeds and clarify the mystery contained in them. By this revelation then, the deepest truth
about God and the salvation of man shines out for our sake in Christ, who is both the
mediator and the fullness of all revelation (DV, n.2).

2. “History therefore becomes the arena where we see what God does for humanity. God
comes to us in the things we know best and can verify most easily, the things of our
everyday life, apart from which we cannot understand ourselves. In the Incarnation of the
Son of God we see forged the enduring and definitive synthesis which the human mind of
itself could not even have imagined: the Eternal enters time, the Whole lies hidden in the
part, God takes on a human face... Through this Revelation, men and women are offered
the ultimate truth about their own life and about the goal of history. As the Constitution
Gaudium et Spes puts it, “only in the mystery of the incarnate Word does the mystery of
man take on light”. Seen in any other terms, the mystery of personal existence remains an
insoluble riddle. Where might the human being seek the answer to dramatic questions such
as pain, the suffering of the innocent and death, if not in the light streaming from the
mystery of Christ's Passion, Death and Resurrection?” (JPII, Fides et Ratio 12).
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